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THE NIGHT LIGHTS IN GEORGIA 
Touch and goes whe~e the transports go 

I'Ma new private pilot with 
about 90 hours in my log­

.. book, ·based at Cobb County­
McCollum Field Airport north of Atlanta, 
One of my goals since moving to Atlanta 
has been to fly over the city's beautiful sky­
line. With the heat and haze 
of summer giving way to 
clear autumn skies. I started 
planning. 

<After considering possible 
routes over and around 
Dobbins Air Force Base, 
DeKalb-Peachtree Airport, 
and Fulton County-Brown 
Field, the three.busy airports 
between McCollum and 
downtown-I had a brain­
storm. Do the flight at night. 

I got a weather briefing 
when I arrived home from 
work about midnight. After 
prellighting N48640, the 
Cessna 152 J took my check ride in, I was in 

. the air by 12:45 a.m., 
THe visibility was as good as advertised, 

and I proceeded on course. When I was 
just south of Dobbins APB, enjoyillg the 
spectacular view of the city, I spotted t!1e 
huge red neon sign atop the hangar at the 
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William B. Hartsfield Atlanta International 
Airport. That's where I work as a mechan­
ic. Next I haU a bird's'eye view of the~ new • 
Georgia Dome and Fulton· County 
Stadium, still brightly lit after a Braves 
playoff game. 

" 

and landings at. one of the nation's 
busiest airports. Touch and goes is the 
buzz word, and it means landings fol­
lowed immediately by takeoffs-without' 
stopping on the runway. it's a (ime-sav­
ing method of practicing that we use all 

the time at McCollum. But 
would it work at busy At-
1anta? After a few -seconds of 
silence, the surprised con~ 
troller responded, "Touch 
and goes where?" 

I repeated my request, then 
heard, "Cessna 640, stand by." 
After aminute of circling, I was 
instructed to enter the landing 
pattern for Hartsfield Atlanta's 
Runway 26R. Terrific! 

I turned onto tJ:!e final 
approach course, then was 
cleared for the touch and go, 
knowing that the sight before 
me was something not seen 

I was flying my second lap around the sta- • by too many of the private pilots in the 
dium when I saw the big red sigo again, now area .. Flaring to land, I was engulfed in 
'only about 7 miles south of my position. lights. I found that the runway's raised 
After listening in on Hartsfield's information centerline lights are a little bumpy on the 
frequency, I decided to tryS9mething. nose gear ofa 152, so I steered left a little as 

"Atlanta Approach, Cessna 48640 .... " I applied power for takeoff. 
I proceeded to ask for practice takeoffs "Cessna' 640, say your intentions," J. 
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heard the cpntrolier ask as I lifted off. 
"Cessna 640 requests one more t~:mch 

and go. thcn wc'll be returning to 
McCollum," I told him. 

"Cessna 640, make right traffic." 
Apparently, there was still no incmning 
traffic. The airpQrt was~all mine. 

After the last landing. I made a right turn 
to the north. This put me back over down­
town Atlanta and on course to McCollum. 
Flying ovcr the stadium again, I allowed 
myself one more 360-degree turn to look 
inside. 

I headed fo{home through the crystal­
clear night and three more l~ndings at 
McCollum before calling it a night. Should 
the controllers I talked to that night remem­
berN48640, I want to thank them for graqt­
ing me the experience of a lifetime. 0 

Bruce' Buck/elder, AOPA 1089991, is an A&P 
,mechanic who has been flying for seven years. 
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